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Preferred Method for Connecting a Trailer  to a Hitch  

October- 2016– Four points that need to be reviewed before pulling away for safe travel  

Cross the Chains for Safety 

 

Provided that you have safety chains rated as high as or higher than the hitch capacity and they 
are securely connected to the safety chain loops on the trailer hitch, how you route them is not 
really an issue. You just do not want them to bind up (get wrapped around anything when making 
turns) as that could cause damage.  
 

So what most people do is have some sort of loop, connected to the trailer and then have the 
chains connected to it. The chains are then connected straight to the loops on the hitch either with 
another loop or using a clevis hook. So what is being explained would be from the top and front.  
You will also want to make sure that you cross the chains beneath the coupler. This is so should 
the trailer become disconnected from the ball, the chains will hold it off of the ground.  

Check the Trailer-Wiring Harness 

This industry-standard plug and socket wiring and color-coding scheme should make it easy to install 
the connector properly to the tow vehicle's harness. Spray the contacts with dielectric grease to prevent 
corrosion. Make sure the work lights,  break lights and turn signals work before you leave the yard.  

When connecting safety chains, is there a preferred method for connecting them depending on 
how the hitch receiver is configured, either from the top or front, or from the bottom or behind?  
Since most use tractors to collect bulk trash and haul trailers behind a rear loader there are four 
points that need to be reviewed before pulling away for safe travel.  
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Always Check the Brake Battery 

 

Trailers with electric brakes rely on a small gel-cell battery to initiate stopping when the breakaway 
lanyard is pulled. Normally, the battery charges whenever the truck engine is running. But it's smart 
to check it before hitting the road; faulty wiring or lengthy storage can sap the juice. Use a test light 
or voltmeter to make sure the battery is alive. 

 

Four Points of contact  
 

Restraining tractor on top of a trailer MUST use a minimum of four separate tie-downs. Each tie-
down shall be a WLL (chain strength) of at least 5,000 lbs. holding strength. This will prevents cargo 
movement in the side-to-side, forward, rearward, and vertical directions. 

a. At each corner of the front and rear of the vehicle. 

b. Or at the mounting points on the vehicle designed for that purpose. 
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